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TEXTUAL INFORMATION: The veiled lives of three generations of mothers and daughters are revealed in this semi-autobiographical novel. Ruth Young is a successful ghostwriter for authors of self help and new age books, working from her San Francisco home, and tending to her live-in partner Art and his two daughters from a previous marriage. Her orderly, if not entirely satisfying, life comes to a halt when Ruth’s Chinese-born mother begins to exhibit symptoms associated with Alzheimer’s disease. Widowed when her only child was just two, LuLing has maintained a turbulent relationship with her daughter, who has long felt shame for her immigrant mother’s language, superstitions, and behavior. Faced with her elderly mother’s fading memories, Ruth is driven to translate and decipher the secrets and lies of her ancestral history, before the truth is lost forever.

This novel, with its themes of identity, place, history, and voice will appeal to readers who appreciate strong characters, complex relationships, historical and cultural detail.
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